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PLEAS OF ATTORNEYS

Counsel in the Pollard-Breckin-
ridge Case Suhmit Prayers.

Scope of Instructions They Think Judge
Bradley Should Give the Jury—His

Honor Reserves His Decision.

WASHINGTON, April 7.—The prospects
of a dry legal argument In the Pollard-
Breckinridge case did not prove sufficiently
atiractive to draw out even the members of
the bar to Judge Bradley's court this
morning. Nelther of the ‘principals was
there, although their lawyers bristled with
legal documents when they entered, while
in their wake followed stacks of calf-bound
tomes,

The proceedings were begun by Mr. Cal-
deron Carlisle, who read to the court the
prayer of the plaintiff for instructions to
the jury. Fourteen distinet instructions,
covering every possible aspect of the case
Were asked of the court. Stripped of their

legal verbiage, the substance of instruc-
tions asked for is as follows: That this
1= a sult for breach of promise of mar-
riage, and if the jury find from the evi-

denee

that there were

marriage

mutual promises of
plaintiff and the de-
defendant was married
it constitutes a breach of prom-
plainti¥ and defendant were
found to have had illicit ltﬁkm.u:_v before
the promise of marriage that would con-
stitute no defense, and if shz had illlcit In-

between the
fendant, if ths
thereafter,
Ise. If the

tercourse with others and he knew it be-
fore he made the promise it was not a de-
fense. The burden of proof that there
was a semblance of a marriage contract
with an understading that the contract was
not to be carried out rested upon the de-
fendant., and the jury must be convinced
by a preponderanee of the evidence that
such was the fact. The jury must find for
the plaintiff unless it finds that there

wWas 2 mutual agreement not to carry out
the semblance of a coatract, and finds it
by a preponderance of evidence. Also, un-
less it finds that the plainliff did not accept
the promiscs from the defendant and knew

that they were not made in
but agreed with him that they
binding, and this must be
preponderance of evidence, If
the promise to marry in bad faith

at the time
faith

should not bhe
shown by a
he made

4 l!pll

and she accepted it In good faith, no de-
fense was constituted thereby. In deter-
mining whether she understood the con-

tract to be In good falth the conduct of the
plaintiff and defendant at and after the
time of making the contract are to be eon-
gidered. If the promises are found to have
him before Mrs. Black-
il Major Moore, the fact of a Secret
understanding must be proved by a pre-
ponderance of the evidence, and the Tact of

carnal knowledge between the two is not a
defens

been !.__.:,,-.3[,..] !.].‘

burn a

IS NOT A DEFENSE.
If the jury helieves the plaintiff
to be unchaste and that the defendant

flesh of African and Asiatic beasts and
birds of prey from the ogical Gardens,
Theére has lately been discovered a packat
of letters which throw an interesting light
on this matter., _These documents have
been deposited in the Carnavalet Museun.
They were addressed by M. Geolfroy Saint-
Hilaire, director of the Jardin 4d'Acclima-
fatlon In thz Bols de Baulogne to M,
Deboos, a butcher on the Boulevard Hauss-
mann, and refer to the prices which were

asked for the animals required’ for the
nourishment of starving Parisians.
Zebras, buffaloes, reindeer, ante-
lopes, wild boars, a aroo,
a c.assown?' and a Dblack swan
were killed during the month of October,
1870, together with several rare ducks,

pheasants and geese., The cassowary was
sold for 8 and the kangaroo for half that
sum. In November an antzlope felched
£40, and prices began to ascend rapidly
all round. Thus a bear cost butcher De-
boos £20 and £%8 was given for a wild
boar., During the Christmas period two
camels from the garden were sold at £200
On Dec. 20 M. Deboos took over the 1wo
elephants, which were the veritable pleces
de resistance of his food supply. ‘They
cast him 27,000 francs, or {£1,08). He soon
sawed up their colossal carcasses and sold
the pleces at a profit

GOWNS FOR GRADUATES.

The Time Drawing Near When the
Sweet Girls Must Be Adorned,

Philadelphia Record.

The anxious mother with the prosgpect of
her daughter’s graduation, lovingly desir-
ous of having her girl the falrest bud in
June's gariand, is already wondering in a
perplexed way “hew in the world to make
that gown."

For the benefit of those mothers and
daughters who are eager to plan and make
the graduate’'s dress early in the season,
and “get it off their minds,” 1 shall give
a few hints as to the materials and styles
of making that are to be appropriate this
summer,

First of all, let me say that the kevnote
to the entire graduating costume should be
simpHceity. The beauty of youth needs no
adornment, and especially on her gradua-
tion day should a girl be daintily and
simply gowned, extravagant and elaborate
dress being entirely out of place. On this
day, too, it would be ungenerous, to say
the least, to dress in a way that would
be likely to cause a feeling of envy In the
hearts of others of the class less able to
make a fine appearance. All graduating
classes have a class pin, ring or badge, and
with the exception of this, no _jewelry
should be worn.

Among the fabrics suitable for the yvoung
girl graduate this season are the new chif-
and silk crapes, the novelity wool
erepon, China crape, surah, fine nun's veil-
ing, broadcloth, silk Henrietta, embroid-
ered and stamped muslins, and the beauti-
ful sheer mulls, organdies, pineapples,
limities and China and Japanese silks. An
Extremely pretty and suitable material that
is entirely new this season is a silk and
inen crape, which sells at the low price
f 3T% eents a yard, It drapes beautifully,
ind as draped skirts will be a feature of
this summer's gowns, this s a great ad-
vantage, The faet that this material washes
beautifully is anether item in its favor,
showing that economy and peauty may
come together,

CREAM WHITE.

The most becoming color depends, of
course, upon the complexion of the wearer,
but cream white

aons

STORY FOR FIDDLERS

A Stradivarius Stolen for Which
Nieolini Offered 84,000,

It Was a Real Old Cremona and Was
Strung with the Heart Strings of
the Inconsolable Owner.

New York Herald.

STOLEN—A viclin, from 355 West Thirty-
first street; a mos=t liberal reward will be
paid if returned; no questions asked.

JEAN BOTT.
The above advertisement appears to-day in

another column of the Herald., The loss
was reported to the police of the West
Thirty-seventh-street station. The stolen

violin is a Stradivarius, whose owner valued
it at $4.500, and for which he had but one
week before heen offered $4,000 in cash.

The violin has a singular historv. It was
made in Cremona in 1725 by the great Strad-
ivarius himself, whose name may still. be
seen stamped on the inside of the instru-
ment. It became the property, two genera-
ticns ago, of the Duke of €ambridge, who
twenty years ago, as an acknowledgment
for certain services rendered to his Lord-
ship, presented it to a Mr. Haussman, a
resident of Hanover, Germany. It passed
into the hands of its present owner by right
of purchase fifteen yvears ago.

The owner of the valuable Instrument is
Mr. Jean Bott, who is sixty-five years old
and a teacher of music, and who lives with
his wife in apartments on the ground floor
of the apartment house at No., 3550 West
Thirtv-first street.

Mr. Bott was formerly a concert meister of
Hanover. He is a fine performer on the vio-
lin, and in his time has played before many
of the crowned heads of Europe. He came to
this country owing to business reverses
eight years ago, and h.s since then been
teaching music in this city.

No mother ever lavished more care and
attention upon an only child than did the

old musician bestow upon that old Cremona

violin. < _
Ofttimes in the quiet of his room, with his

wife beside him as his only auditor, he would
tenderly lift his treasure from its resting
place and, with touches of caressing tender-
ness, coax from its strings sweet strains of
music. Thus he was wont to forget the trials
of the present and recall the triumphs of
the past.

But the stern law of necessity came at
last to remind him that there was some-
thing more esszntial to his present happi-
ness and well being than a violin—even a
Stradivarius., The old musician needed
money.

One
there
Fletcher, a
looKing man
chase a violin.

“Ah, ves,” politely responded the dealer,
“and how much will you be willing to pay?”

“Five thousand dollars, if I ecan find one
to suit me.”" replied the stranger. He was
Signor Nicolini, the husband of Mme, Patti,

NICOLINI'S VIOLIN COLLECTION.

Signor Nicolini is a connoisseur of vio-
lins, and is himself a player of no mean at-
tainments, Ten years ago the Signor's fad
was billiards, Now it is violins, His col-
lection of violins is valued at $50,000, and he
is adding to it all the time.

about two weeks ago,
entered into the store of Victor S,
violin dealer, a distinguished-
who said he wanted to pur-

aftarnoon,

-

ing crowds; the water carriers still carry
their burdens so welcome to thirsty lips;
exu?t fn. the houses of the rich and thor-
oughly Europeanized, food is still eaten with
the fingers and in the same manner, and the
hands are washed with the same basins
and ewers; the mosque of El-Tzhar still at-
tracts It$ crowds of stucents.

Jven the old wooden locks and Keys are
still in use, and the water jars are still kept
cool in the lattice wdrk of the overhanging
mushrabiveh window frames. Instances of
this sort might be multiplied a hundredfold.
1t is indeed a wonderful change and con-
trast that is presented to the eyve when you
leave the European and enter the native
quarter. And the mind and feelings turn In
unison and become attuned to the changed
scene,

The sense of taking part in a new and Jif-
ferent life steals over you, and you tempo-
rarily throw off your affinity with thg West
and the nineteenth century. The clock of
time is for the moment put back for you.

RUSSIA'S GREAT RAILROAD.

It Will Cross Siberina and Open a New
Country to Settlement.
Washington Special to New York Tribune.
Although very littie has been said about
it in the United States, the construction
of a railway across Siberia from east to
west by the Russian government is consid-
ered the most important event of this
decade, as concerns the commerce and
industrial economy of Europe and the po-
litical relation of two of the great powers
—(Girzat Britain and Russia. It is even of
greater importance to the world than the
construction of the transcontinental rail-

ways of the United States.

This road, whicn was pegun about two
vears ago and is advancing rapidly, will
be between four thousand and five thou-

gand miles long, reaching from Nijni-Nov-
gorod, Oronburg and ports on both the
Black and Caspian seas to Vladivostock,
on the Japanese seca, and Okhotsk, on the
bay of the same nmame, which is an inlet
of the Pacific ocean. The cost is esti-
mated at about ;,}hi.l(.).‘hl‘. which will be
entirely furnished by the imperial treas-
ury. It is not expected that the road wilil
pay expenses for a long term of years,
but # {8 an investment by the governmeant
for economic, Industrial and military pur-
poses. It is expected to aid in the develop-
ment of that vast territory, much of which
is still unexplored, but whose mineral, ag-
ricultural, pastoral and timber resources
are incalculable, to make accessible regions
which are now beyond the reach of imml-
gration, and have no means of geiling
their products to market, and to furnish
the Russian government with facilities for
commanding the northern boundaries of ts
political neighbors with very much less
military force than ig required to protect
them to-day. In its strategic value alone
Russia could afford to put $00,000,000 into
this ‘railroad without regard to the other
advantages it offers.

The popular idea of Siberia {is that it
is a barren desert extending from the
frozen ocean on the north to the burning

sands of the troples, but this is a great
mistake. The population of Russia in Asia
is nearly 18,000,000, There are several cities
with a population exceeding 50,000, The ag-
ricultural products reported, which consti-
tute only a very small portion of the whole,
are valued at an average of 330,000,600 a
vear. The output of the mines exported is
valued at upwards of $20,000,000 annually,
and the furs, fish, skins and other prod-
ucts that come into European Russia fromn
Siberia are worth $,000,000 or 265 000,000, But
this population is scattered over an enor-
mous area. It is only partially civilized.
The greater portion of the country does not
expect or aspire to the production of any-
thing more than is necessary for local con-
sumption. The means of communication
and transportation are lacking, and as pro-
ductive industry is measured in the Euro-

pean countries *and America, it may be
said that two-thirds of the people are
habitually idle,

The proposed railway will open an area
of about 5,000,000 =square mliles, not includ-
ing the sterile districts of the north and
south, which are suiltable for agriculture

or pastoral pursuaits.

You have your choice from over a hundred good, stylish patterns for a

SPRING SUIT.

Not rubbish, but serviceable, stylish ‘woods, that would cost you not less
than $30 elsewhere.
Clay Worsteds included at above price.
Fit and workmanship the best.
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But the greater part
of the area thus opened is either covered
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